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Kate Adie OBE
The BBC's former chief news correspondent and
one of the UK's finest reporters
Available For:

• After Dinner Speaking
• Keynote Speaking
• Hosting & Presenting
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About
Kate Adie is considered to be among the very finest television reporters. As the BBC's Chief News Correspondent
she covered conflicts and major events, and is recognised for her accurate and trustworthy accounts, often
delivered from danger zones around the world.
Her big break was the London Iranian Embassy siege in 1980. At that time it represented a breakthrough for
women journalists as until that time war zones and other hotspots were the preserve of male journalists. As that
afternoon's duty reporter, Kate Adie was first on the scene as the SAS stormed the embassy. The BBC interrupted
coverage of the World Snooker Championships and Adie reported live and unscripted to one of the largest news
audiences ever whilst crouched behind a car door.
Kate Adie was regularly dispatched to report on disasters and flare-ups throughout the 1980s, including the
American bombing of Tripoli in 1986, which proved highly controversial with the Conservative Party Chairman
Norman Tebbit, and the Lockerbie bombing of 1988. She was promoted to Chief News Correspondent in 1989 and
held the role for fourteen years. One of her first assignments was to report from the Tiananmen Square protests of
1989.
Major assignments followed in the Gulf War, war in the former Yugoslavia, the 1994 Rwandan Genocide and the
British evacuation of foreign nationals from Sierra Leone in 2000. In 2003 she withdrew from front-line reporting.
Kate Adie currently works as a freelance journalist and public speaker.
She has honorary degrees from six universities, is an Honorary Professor of Journalism at University of
Sunderland, and has an Honorary Fellowship at Royal Holloway, University of London. She presents the BBC's long
running Radio Four programme, 'From Our Own Correspondent'.
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Kate Adie gave an excellent informal
presentation and spent time with our
delegates - she did not rush to leave and
looked as though she thoroughly enjoyed
it.

I wanted to drop you a note to say again:
A BIG THANK YOU for joining us at
PurpleBeach! Our attendees were truly
inspired by you – and your conversation
provided a perfect backdrop to close our
day on.

Ordnance Survey Ltd.

Annemie Ress, Purplebeach.





Thank you for last night. Kate Adie was
fantastic. So very humble. The feedback
on her speech has been incredible,
especially the fascinating stories she
had to share and busting the myth that
it's a life of glam was very entertaining.
She was super company on our table.
Please do pass on our grateful thanks.

Kate was fantastic on the day and a very
engaging and interesting speaker. She
had clearly put a huge amount of work
into her speech and it was greatly
enjoyed by everyone there. Thanks for
helping with this and we would certainly
use you guys again in the future.

Nicky Jayesinghe - British Medical
Association.

Books and DVD's

Gavin Carville - Linen Hall Library,
Belfast.
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Travel

Risk Management

Culture

Communication
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Radio 4

World Affairs

Authors & Writers

Current Affairs

Human Rights

